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Principles of Fire Prevention: Book Review
The book titled Principles of Fire Prevention provides a detailed overview of how fire prevention programs can substantially reduce the number of deaths, injuries, and losses caused by fires. Jones and Diamantes (2020) cite different cases, statistics, and codes to show the effectiveness of fire prevention efforts. Importance of fire prevention cannot be overestimated as fire spreads very quickly, so when it occurs, there is no time for individuals to get prepared, and certain strategies need to be applied. Only safety precautions taken systematically can significantly reduce the incidence of fires and their detrimental consequences (Jones & Diamantes, 2020). Therefore, when opening the book, readers expect it to provide not only regulatory aspects of fire prevention but also practical advice, namely, specific actions that firefighters, organizations, and individuals can perform to protect themselves from fire. Fire prevention has an ethical dimension, which is why firefighters should hold themselves to high ethical standards when performing different fire prevention functions, such as construction plan reviews, inspections, and public education.
Overall, professional ethics means that one should do one’s job with integrity, fairness, open communication, and consideration for the well-being of others. Firefighters should behave ethically because civilians entrusted them with their lives, and breaking that trust would be a violation of professional ethics. However, in relation to saving lives, Jones and Diamantes (2020) wrote one important statement: “the life safety mantra should not totally obscure the issue of property protection. The mission extends beyond life safety” (p. 140). It means that firefighters are legally and ethically obliged to perform their work related to fire prevention and protection. Yet, although there can be other threats to individuals’ lives, if they are not concerned with fires, fire officers should delegate them to the appropriate agencies. With scarce resources, this is the only way for firefighters to uphold their mission of saving lives and protecting property. 
Ethics comes into play when fire prevention officers engage in construction plan reviews. As Jones and Diamantes (2020) note, although construction plan reviews increase the safety of buildings, this process is often faced with resistance from designers, contractors, developers, elected officials, and even fire chiefs. The resistance occurs because plan reviews sometimes result in additional expenses or are viewed as an intrusion into the building department (Jones & Diamantes, 2020). The discussion of this problem can make readers think that open communication and integrity are vital for fire officers involved in this procedure. Communicating openly, fire officers can show other involved parties that their suggestions are not a fad but a necessary measure to ensure the safety of people and property. Furthermore, with integrity, firefighters will not use their authority for the wrong purposes.
Inspection is another fire prevention function that requires firefighters to be ethical. According to Jones and Diamantes (2020), inspectors should not abuse their authority to tell contractors what to do. Instead, their responsibility is to ensure that buildings, either existing or under construction, comply with all the necessary codes and regulations related to fire prevention. In addition, inspections provide fire officers with an opportunity to engage in selective code enforcement, which is an unethical and illegal practice of discriminating against a particular business or group of individuals (Jones & Diamantes, 2020). As I learned about such possibilities of unethical conduct, I realized how important it is for fire officers to be honest and responsible. Furthermore, I have become convinced that it is vital to follow the code and be able to communicate decisions openly to other stakeholders who may question one’s integrity and the legitimacy of actions.
Finally, in public education programs, firefighters should choose ethical ways of delivering their message. In the book, Jones and Diamantes (2020) emphasize that fire prevention education, especially at schools, should be non-threatening; otherwise, people will resent such education campaigns, and the fire department’s efforts to raise public awareness may fail. I have always thought that public education is critical for fire prevention because the effective enforcement of codes and regulations depends on the specific actions of individuals. Yet, before reading the book, I was not sure about how public awareness programs could be delivered effectively. Now, I realize that educating the public is a challenging task; the content should be provided in such a way that people can identify with the problem brought up by the fire department. At the same time, the content should not exploit individuals’ fears because this strategy can be viewed as unethical. 
The reading met my expectations about providing practical guidance for fire officers regarding specific fire prevention tools. However, I value this book for giving me an opportunity to think about the ethical aspect of fire prevention. From this reading, I learned about the pitfalls awaiting fire officers in the processes of construction plan reviews, inspections, and public education. One should strictly follow the codes and regulations and be ready to explain decisions openly to contractors, business owners, and other parties involved. I believe that ethical behavior and open communication will help me address the resistance and misunderstandings sometimes faced by fire officers in their fire prevention efforts. I also think that, by focusing on high ethical standards, it is possible to improve fire safety and create a positive perception of the firefighter profession in the community.
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